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Pes en I do not pretend to have any 
great Knowledge in Maritime Affairs, 
bs uy Vet 1 can do no leſs than offer. to you, 
in the beſt Manner that I am able, my 


Thoughts relating to a Matter of ſo great Conſt» _ 


- || quence as that which now is before the Honour. 
able Houſe of f Commons. 1 | 
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4; Have 1 to make myſelf⸗ as much 
Maſter of the Bill, relating to Seamen, as my 
ſmall Capacity will permit me to do, and to in- 
form myſelf more particularly therein from Gen- 
tlemen who are experienced in Matters of this 
Nature; and to me it ſeems to be fram'd in ſuch 
a Manner, as that, if put in Execution, it may 
anſwer, in a great Meaſure, if not altogether, His 
Majeſty's Royal Intentions in that Part of the 
Speech He was lately pleaſed to make from the 
Throne, by encouraging 2 Men Oo | 
to enter into the Publick Service, - n 
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e er hath _ for many. Fe 
paſt, how impoſſible it hath been timely to man 
Squadrons, much leſs conſiderable Fleets of Ships, 
when there were the moſt urgent Occaſions for 
them, without Preſſing; and how ungrateful, as 
well as chargeable, ſuch a Method hath been, me 
Gentlemen, I believe, are ſenſible of : But even 


That is not to be avoided, unleſs ſome! ' Meaſures 
can * found to encourage Wee a to en- 
6.01] ep” 


(5) 


ter voluntarily i into the Service of the Crown, when 


it hath occaſion for them. 


Tux Bill, Sir, as far as I: am able to 1 
thereof, is calculated to that good Intent; and ſince, 
as I am informed, it is impoſſible, at this very 
Time, to mann. a few: Ships, of the ſmaller Rate, 
without Preſſing; how much more will it be fo, 
in Caſe the Exigencies of Affairs ſhould at any 
Time, require the erting forth to Sea greater 


; Nuys... p 


Tur Scafaring Men of” cbeſe n are 
now actually waiting to ſee what will be the E. 
vent of this Bill, by which, as it is drawn, En- 
| couragements are propoſed. to invite them into 
the Service of the  Publick. Thoſe Encourage- 
ments to ſuch as ſhall voluntarily enter, are,. 

An Addition to their preſent Wages. —— The 
Advance. of Two Months Pay after they ſo enter; 


and the Payment of Two Months in every Six, 


after a certain Time of Service, to their Fami- 


lies, or their Aſſigns, while they ſhall be on Board 


15 His Naehe, 5 N in „ Parts ; and ſeve- 
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,al other. Winters enumerated 3 in the. Bi, which 
may be beneficial to then. : 


As to the Encreafe of Pay, it wil, if I am 
rightly inform'd, as I really believe T am, fall far 
' ſhort of what hath | yearly attended the Im- 
preſſing of Men for the Fleet, eſpecially in Times 
of conſiderable Action: And as for the Two 
Months Advance, and the paying the Men Two 
Months in every Six Months, it is to be hoped 
that the fame may be punQually complied with 
from Time to Time, out of ſuch, Moneys as ſhall 
be given by Parliament for Naval- Service.” | 


ANOTHER "Thing, Sir, propoſed by this Bill, 
ſor the Advantage, and, confequentiy, the Bncou- 
rigement of Bririſh Seamen, is, That Care may 

be taken to bring them Home to their Native 
; Country „when they happen to be left in Foreign 5 
Parts, either by 'Reafon of. Shipwreck, Capture, 
ort any other unſoreſeen, or . unavoidable. Accident, 
far Want of due Care wherein, kitherto, I am 
afraid many Seamen have. been loft, to theſe King- 
doms, by their being obliged, for want of where- 
| withall 
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 withall to fupport themſelves, to enter into the 


Service of Foreign Princes; nor it is unlikely that 
ſome of them have been induced to betake rhe» 
ſelves to-unlawful Practices on the Seas, to che 
great Detriment not only of their own Country- 
men, but thoſe of other N ations, eſpecially in che 
Weſt-Indies, and North- 4 merica; and how. far that 
hath been, and may be prejudicial to Trade, if 
not Poon, every one is able to judge. 


WAA r is Propoſeck in this Particulat, by pro- 
vidng for Seamen's | Paſſage Home, is not only 
Neceſſary, with Regard to the Good of our Coun. 
try, but is a becoming Humanity towards a Race of 
Men fo abſolutely needful for its Defence, and for 
carrying on the maritime Trade rhiveof, and: therefore 
it is to be hoped, if chis Bill paſſes into 4 Law, 
the greateſt Care will be taken ro 0 pitt the fame cc. 

— in eee 585 


Ir is propoſed, in 3 Part of this Bile x out 
a Stop, after a certain Period of Time, to à perdis 
cious Practice which hath greatly tended to the 
W of. Seamen deg in the e well 
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as to their Families; and chit is, their being cou- 
xened, robbed I might ſay, by thoſe to whom they 
aſſign over what they Earn, by Bills of Sale; in- 
ſomuch that, if I am rightly informed, when many 


of them come to be paid, they have little or no- 55 


thing to receive themſelves, becauſe thoſe Bills of 
Sale, Which they ignorantly give for the Loan ſome⸗ 
times of Forty Shillings, or not exceeding Five 
Pounds, Swallow up the whole, even though what 
is claimed by the Creditors, is more than trebble 
as much as the Seamen really ewe them. Nay, 1 
am well aſſured, that Seamen have frequently given 
fuch Bills of Sale to ſundry Perſons, one after ano- 
ther, ſo that for fear of being, on that Account, 
thrown into a Goal, they have but too often left 
the Service of their Native Country, and gone into 
that of foreign Princes, or States. And though by 
this Bill, if it paſſes into a Law, a ſtop will be 
put to ſuch vile Practices, I do not find that Sea- 
men are thereby debarred ſelling their Tickets, or 
of making over to their Creditors Part of their 
Wages, provided it be regularly done by Letters of 
Attorney, witneſſed by proper Perſons: And it is 
ro be hoped, that " wil not ſo frequently have 


Occaſion 


ſerde, and that, in my 
leaſt of chold Encouragoments propaſed by this Bill 

to the Seafaring Men in general. It is chis, 
That if any of them happen to deſert the Service; 


(0 


Occaſion to affign over any Part of their Wages, 


even_in that Manner, fince they will, upon their 


voluntarily entering, be advanced two Months Pay, 


and be paid two Months in every fix Months of 


what they, Earn while Abroad. 


1 Pur 13 18 not to be odr at, if thoſe Per. 
ſons who have been thus concerned in ſucking out 


the very Vitals of the ſeafiring Men of this Na- 
tion, are ufing their utmoſt Endeavours to fruſtrate 


. what will” be 10. Diſadvantageous to themſelves, and: 


tend ſo much to the real Benefit of thoſe whony 


they e and , deri make a Toy 
of. | 4 | 


ONE Thing: more, Sit, Sve . Ln to ob- 
Opinion, is none of the 


they mall forfeit vo more of their Wages than for 


the Ship they ſo deſert from; whereas it hath been 
long the Practice to forfeit not only that, but what 


"Ft had earned in other Ships * were not 


B 7 paid | 
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paid off. This Cuſtom of ſorfeiting all their Wages, = 
hath, without doubt, not only been ſo very great a 


| Diſcouragement co the Seafaring Men of theſe King- 


doms, as to give them no ſmall Diſtaſte to the pub- 
lick Service, but it hath deprived even their juſt and 
reaſonable Creditors from receiving what they might 
have expected out of the Wages which they had 


earned; and hath, I am apt to think, been another. 


principal. Reaſon why many Seafaring Men have left 
their Native Country, to avoid their being thrown. 
into a Goal by thoſe to whom they have been in- 


SIE 


TES E, Sir, are ſome of the Encouragements 


which are propoſed by this Bill, for inviting Sea- 


faring Men to enter voluntarily into. the Service of 


the Royal Navy. Several others there are, wEich 
I will not take up any more of your Time to enume- 


rate. And as I apprehend the chief, I may ſay the 


only Intent of the Bill is to diſtinguiſh Voluntiers, 


by theſe Encouragements, from impreſt Men; and 
fince the Seafaring Men of theſe Kingdoms are now 
waiting to know (as I have already obſerved) what 
— be the Event thereof, and will not enter them- 


ſelves. | 


N 


ſelves on Board any of His Majeſty's Ships which 
are now fitting out, even though the Service had never 


ſo preſſing an Occaſion for them, I can do no leſs than | 


heartily wiſh the Bill may paſs into a Law, in hopes 


it will induce them voluntarily to enter ; otherwiſe 


the Method of impreſſing, which hath hoop ſo much 


complained of, muſt unavoidable be continued, when- 
ever there ſtall be a Neceſfity for - their Service : - 


and how much, and in what Manner, that may af- 


fe& Trade, former Experience hath ſo amply ſhewn, 


that there is no Need for me to cnlarge a 


London, Februery 1 1 am, 


„„ _ I 


. Tour mo humble 
Zh Servant, 


. hk 
; A. B. 
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